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 Bhnlmhg =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr bl Z 3./Č\' Č1' ghg-profit organization dedicated to improving the 

jnZebmr h_ eb_^ _hk Ak^Zm^k BhnlmhgÃl ng]^kikbobe^`^]* Z[nl^] Zg] ]blZ[e^] \abe]k^g pah aZo^ 

been otherwise left behind.  The scope of our support is limited only by the availability of 

resources.  Our goal is to leave no legitimate request for assistance unanswered.  

 Bhnlmhg =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr* pbma ma^ lniihkm h_ ]^]b\Zm^] lihglhkl Zg] \hffbmm^] ohengm^^kl* 

works to create a world where every child has their very own bed, clothing, school supplies, 

transportation, health services, and joyful holidays.  We are making progress, assisting one child 

Zm Z mbf^ Zg] f^Zlnk^ hnk ln\\^ll [r ma^ gnf[^k h_ \abe]k^gÃl ebo^l maZm Zk^ mhn\a^],    



 

 

 
 

Houston =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr bl ]^]b\Zm^] mh ^gaZg\bg` ma^ ebo^l h_ ng]^kikbobe^`^]* 

handicapped and abused children in the Houston community and surrounding areas.  The 

ģChariots for ChildrenÄ PZg Jkh`kZf pZl _hng]^] bg /775 mh ikhob]^ li^\b_b\Zeer ]^lb`g^] 
and equipped vehicles to organizations with a similar mission and families in need of 

handicap accessible vans. 

 

Since 1997, HCC has awarded  

88 passenger vans, 18 handicapped accessible vehicles,  

3 box trucks, 1 car and 2 vehicle modifications to 92 

agencies and 18 individual families, at a cost of 

$2,723,218. 

http://www.houstonchildrenscharity.org/


 

 

 

Handicap Accessible Conversion                                   
 

Kasey Bennett is an 11 year old boy with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy 

Disease. This is a slowly progressive disease that deteriorates the muscles 

until they no longer work.  Kasey is confined to a wheelchair and as he 

grows it will become more difficult to load him and the wheelchair into the 

van.  Having a handicap accessible van allows his mother the ability to 

transport Kasey without liftig` abf bg Zg] hnm h_ ma^ _ZfberÃs 2009 Dodge 

Grand Caravan.   
 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                            
 

Carlos A. Chavez is a 4 year old boy with Mitochondria Disorder.  

Mitochondrial diseases are categorized according to the organ systems 

affected and symptoms present. Carlos has generalized muscle weakness and 

global developmental delay, creating medical and developmental delays and 

challenges.  The family has one car and it is constantly breaking down.  A 

handicap accessible van has changed their world.  They are able to get to the 

doctors, schools and other outings as a family.   

 

      

 

12-Passenger Van                                                      
 

Young Life Houston Central is a non-profit campus youth ministry, working 

with inner-city and at-risk kids to provide guidance, direction, and hope with 

the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The awarded 12 passenger van 

makes it possible for teens (11 Á 18) to have transportation services to and 

from activities where they will receive guidance and help that they would 

not otherwise receive.   



 

 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                             
 

Diana Reyna is a 10 year old girl with bone cancer who is also quadriplegic. 

>bZgZÃl iZk^gml \Zkkr a^k g^Zker ^o^krpa^k^* ^o^g lnlmZbgbg` ma^bk hpg 

injuries trying to do so. The new handicap accessible van allows Diana an 

entirely new life as she will be able to go to the movies, grocery store and 

trick-or-treating which she could not do before.  

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                            
 

Miguel Aguila was diagnosed, at the age of 8 months, with Cerebral Palsy, 

only later to find out he had been misdiagnosed.  At 7, the doctors 

informed his parents that his true diagnosis was Spinal Muscular Atrophy 

(type 2) along with Scoliosis. 
 

Gb`n^eÃl iZk^gml aZo^ aZ] mh k^er hg _kb^g]l Zg] _Zfber mh mkZglihkm abf mh 

]h\mhklÃ Ziihbgmf^gml* _Zfber hnmbg`l* [bkma]Zr iZkmb^l* ab`a l\ahhe _hhm[Zee 

games to see his sister dance and other places.  He continues to grow, and it 

has made it very hard to transport him because of his condition.  A 

handicap accessible van now allows Miguel, 9, and his family to go places 

and not be left behind. 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                             
 

Karina Martinez, 21 years old, is considered a special health care needs child 

because of her daily level of care necessary due to her numerous medical 

conditions.  Karina is confined to her wheelchair.  She must travel with 

medical equipment and supplies, as well as her medications.  In transporting 

Karina, her parents have to take her wheelchair apart and have 2 to 3 people 

to lift her into the family car.  This handicap accessible van has changed the 

world for Karina and her family.  They can now transport her without 

assistance and the quality of her life has greatly increased. 

http://www.houstonchildrenscharity.org/


 

 

        

 

12-Passenger Van                                                      
 

Eb]lÃ G^Zel hg Qa^^el ikh`kZf bl _hk ik^-schooled aged children living in 

poverty.  Nutritious meals are delivered to the doors of these hungry, 

bggh\^gm \abe]k^g,  Eb]lÃ G^Zel bl ^g]bg` ang`^k Zfhg` \abe]k^g [r 

delivering 1,700 nutritious meals daily.  For some of these children, this is 

the only meal they will receive all day.  The children receive a healthy meal 

that consists of a whole wheat sandwich, a fruit and or a snack, and 100% 

juice or milk.  Bags of groceries, fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods 

and other donated foods from restaurants and grocery stores are delivered 

throughout the week as well.   

 

Handicap Accessible Conversion                                   

 

Sofia Monterrosa was born premature and diagnosed with a cleft lip palate, 

cerebral palsy and trisomy 18 (Edwards Syndrome).  Due to her numerous 

medical conditions and daily level of necessary care, transportation had 

become more difficult. She was restricted to ambulance transportation (for 

medical appointments only) due to her need to travel with medical 

equipment and supplies. The awarded handicap accessible conversion makes a 

world of difference _hk fhf pa^g mkZglihkmbg` Mh_bZ mh ]h\mhkÃl 

appointments, therapy sessions and family outings.   

 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                           
 

Nancy Argueta was at the wrong place at the wrong time.  While visiting 

friends, Nancy, age 18, was shot multiple times during a random shooting.  

She sustained 7 gunshot wounds, including two shots to her head.   As a 

result of the shooting, Nancy lost her left eye and movement to her entire 

right side.  Today, Nancy is alive and recovering!!  She is learning how to do 

things all over again through daily therapy sessions.  The road to recovery 

has not been easy.  The new handicap accessible van allows Nancy to 

continue with therapy sessions and numerous doctor visits.      



 

 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                            
 

Jessica Herrera is an 8 year old girl with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (type 3).  

This disease includes a progressive muscular weakness and has left Jessica 

wheel chair dependent.  She is not able to stand independently and is now 

too big for her parents to carry or lift her into the car.  The awarded 

handicap accessible van is life changing.  It has allowed JessicaÃl family to 

transport her comfortably to therapy sessions, the hospital, school or family 

outings. 

 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                            
 

Luis J. Franco was diagnosed, at the age of 18 months, with Spinal Muscular 

Atrophy.  This neuromuscular disease has left his muscles very weak causing 

Scoliosis.  By the age of 12, Luis had endured multiple back surgeries.  

Because the sensitivity of his back, family trips to therapy sessions would 

pose a challenge to his health. This new handicap accessible van allows Luis 

to concentrate on life without pain during a simple car ride Á opening 

doors to new adventures for him and his family. 

 

Handicap Accessible Van                                            
 

Levi Graham was born a healthy baby boy; but at five months, he was a 

victim of Shaken baby syndrome (SBS).   Today, at 15 years of age, Levi has 

many special needs.  He is confined to a wheelchair, Zg] a^ \ZgÃm mZed hk 

walk. Transporting him anywhere has become extremely difficult.  This 

awarded handicap accessible van will assist his mother in traveling from place 

to place. The days of lifting him and his wheelchair are gone Á This is life 

changing!!! 

 

http://www.houstonchildrenscharity.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

Bhnlmhg =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr ie^]`^] Z `b_m bg ma^ Zfhngm h_ $1,000,000 to establish the Houston 

=abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr @Zfber ?f^k`^g\r @ng] Zm N^qZl =abe]k^gÃl =Zg\^k =^gm^k.  

 

This fund is used exclusively for the fulfillment of the needs of the children and the families of children 

ng]^k mk^Zmf^gm bg N^qZl =abe]k^gÃl =Zg\^k =^gm^k, Cm bl Z]fbgblm^k^] [r ma^ N^qZl =abe]k^gÃl BhlibmZe 

Supportive Care Program. This fund pays for items such as meals, parking, clothing, shoes and any other 

specific needs not otherwise fulfilled by other available programs. 

 

In addition, a matching gift of $1,050,000 was executed in 2006 in honor of Lester and Sue Smith. 

The combined commitment of $2,050,000 continues to fund the important efforts of Dr. David 

JhieZ\d Zg] abl m^Zf Zm ma^ =abe]k^gÃl =Zg\^k =^gm^k, 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Bhnlmhg =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmrÃl ģ; <^mm^k Hb`amÃl Me^^iÄ ikh`kZf Zeehpl BhnlmhgÃl li^\bZe \abe]k^g mh le^^i 

comfortably every night.  There are thousands of children in Houston who do not have beds, many of 

them sleeping on the floor.  Scientific research has been conducted that links better performance in school 

mh Z `hh] gb`amÃl le^^i,  Na^ `hZe h_ mabl bgghoZmbo^ ikh`kZf bl mh ikhob]^ [^]l mh \abe]k^g pah Zk^ 

sleeping on the floor, never having had a restful place to lay their head.  HCC also provides a twin bed 

frame, mattress set, sheets, pillows, blankets and pillow cases for each bed given to a needy child. 
 

Mbg\^ ma^ ikh`kZfÃl eZng\a Zg] ma^ hnmlmZg]bg` lniihkm _khf oZkbhnl ]hghkl* Bhnlmhg =abe]k^gÃl =aZkbmr 

has provided many children in Houston wita ^qZ\mer paZm ma^ ikh`kZf h__^klč ģZ [^mm^k gb`amÃl le^^i,Ä  Nh 

date, the program has distributed over 5,500 beds to children in the Greater Houston area. 
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